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Click on the following link for the United Nation’s webpage. Here you will discover the 

background and definition of the word genocide: 

https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml 

 

As you read, find the answers to the following questions: 

 

• When was the word “genocide” coined?   

 

 

• What do the prefix “genos” and the suffix “cide” mean? 

 

 

 

• What events were responsible for the creation of this word? 

 

 

 

• When was genocide first recognized as a crime? 

 

 

 

• Must a State (member of the UN) have ratified the Genocide Convention to be held 

accountable under the law? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

• How is “genocide” defined in the “Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 

Crime of Genocide,” Article II? 
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